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Executive Summary 

This document describes the first functional prototype of the PoliVisu Toolbox. The prototype offers an 
initial set of the expected functionalities, and will act as a test-bed for the PoliVisu stakeholders to 
experience the PoliVisu results and assess the concepts and knowledge conveyed by the project. 
 
This prototype version of the PoliVisu Toolbox will be enriched with more use cases and functionalities. The 
overall performance and user experience will be enhanced. The first planned evaluation will be performed in 
the next period. The results of this evaluation cycle, along with the already scheduled work in the technical 
work packages, will lead to another prototype release of the PoliVisu Toolbox by July 2019 (M21). 
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1. Introduction 

The objective of this report is to accompany the software prototype of the PoliVisu Toolbox, by outlining its 
structure and describing the functionalities that are offered to the users. Following the structure of the 
PoliVisu Toolbox, the goal of the document is to help users to understand the PoliVisu Toolbox content. 
The functionalities and screenshots presented in this deliverable are subject to refinements and 
modifications, based on the progress of the technical work packages, as well as the validation and evaluation 
phases. Updated versions of the PoliVisu Toolbox functionalities will be part of the D5.3-5.5 reports which 
will be delivered in M22 and M30 respectively, together with the final version of the PoliVisu solution. 

2. PoliVisu Toolbox 

The PoliVisu Toolbox is structured based on the user requirements gathered in “WP3: Policy Making and 
experiment cycle” following a number of user journeys derived from these requirements. The current 
version of the PoliVisu Toolbox is described from the architectural and the physical scope in “D4.1: Technical 
Specifications”. From the user perspective, the PoliVisu Toolbox is available online at 
https://policyvisuals.eu/. 

2.1. Toolbox Infrastructure 

The underlying platform is WordPress (https://wordpress.org/) which is a free and open-source content 
management system (CMS) that allows easily organizing, managing and publishing content, with an endless 
variety of customization. WordPress was used by more than 29.3% of the top 10 million websites as of 
January 2018 and is reportedly the most popular website management or blogging system in use on the 
Web, supporting more than 60 million websites. WordPress is distributed under the terms of the GNU 
General Public License (or "GPL"), which means anyone is free to download it and share it with others. This 
open development model means that WordPress professionals, designers, bloggers, enthusiasts are 
constantly working to make sure WordPress is a cutting-edge platform that supports the latest technologies 
that the Web has to offer. The WordPress project's principles encourage modularity, standards, 
collaboration, ease-of-use, and more. 
 
Hosting 
The servers used for hosting, guarantee the 24/7 operation of the platform, as they are capable of handling 
high load and operate on a 50Mbps connection to the Internet. 
Backups of the system are taken as standard on a daily basis in order for the system to be able to recover in 
case of a failure. 
 
Compatibility with Browsers 
The website is compatible with the following web browsers: 

● Microsoft Internet Explorer 10 or higher; 
● Microsoft Edge; 
● Mozilla Firefox 5.0 or higher; 
● Apple Safari 8.0 or higher; 
● Google Chrome. 

 



D5.2 Fully Functional Platform  

© 769608 PoliVisu Project Partners 6 31/1/2019 

2.2. PoliVisu Toolbox Guide 

Screenshots of the main pages are presented in the following subsections and the main functionalities of the 
PoliVIsu Toolbox are described. By opening a web browser and entering Toolbox’s Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) the user gets into the Home page of the Toolbox. 

2.2.1. Toolbox Home 

The homepage (Figure 1) provides a set of images representing the case studies and policy elements that are 
available in the toolbox. It includes links to the project’s “Case Studies”, “Policy Design”, “Profile” and 
“Contact” webpages. A Google Map is also available displaying the location of the available case studies. 

 
Figure 1: Toolbox homepage 
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2.2.2. Profile 

The “Profile” option (Figure 2), through which the visitor is redirected to the “User Login” window (Figure 3). 
If he/she has already been registered, he/she uses the fields email address and password. If not, he/she fills 
in the relevant data and presses the button “Register” and after the completion of this procedure an 
informative e-mail is sent to the specified address and activates the user account. Registered users can  
create a case study or a policy element. 

 

 
Figure 2: Profile option 

 

 
Figure 3: User Login 

 
Figure 4: Registration process 
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2.2.3. Case Studies 

By clicking the “Case Studies” button the user can see all the available stories created by the PoliVisu Pilots 
(Figure 5). By clicking a specific photo/case study the user is being redirected to a new page which includes 
the story, the challenges encountered, the stakeholders involved, the actions steps and lessons learned 
(Figure 6). 

 
Figure 5: Case Studies Homepage 
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Figure 6: Case study/Ghent  
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2.2.4. Policy Design 

Policy Design is considered the cycle corresponding to the creation of a new policy. The Policy Design web 
page consists of the following sub pages: 
Policy Elements: As indicated in the PoliVisu report (D3.5: Policy Making Model) the Policy elements are the 
following: problem, goal, objective, strategy and action. By clicking the “Policy Elements” button the user 
can see the different elements created in the Policy process (Figure 7). 
 

 
Figure 7: Policy elements 

 

Processes: In this section user selects the policy process that he/she needs to follow. The policy making cycle 
includes three processes (Design, Implementation, Evaluation). By clicking the “Policy Design” image (Figure 
8)  the user is redirected to the following webpage (Figure 9)  which provides explanations about the Policy 
Design step. 
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Figure 8: Policy processes 

 
Figure 9: Policy Design  phase 

2.2.5. Additional Features 

At the top of every web page the logo of the project is available directing the user to the project’s official 
webpage (www.polivisu.eu). In addition, a search button functionality is included right next to the menu bar.  
The footer of the webpage contains a short informative text about the project, and direct links to the recent 
social media accounts.  A “Newsletter” section is also included giving the option to the user to subscribe to 
the PoliVisu Newsletter. Finally, it contains the acknowledgement of EU funding and Terms and Conditions. 
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3. Conclusion  

This deliverable provides the structure of the PoliVisu toolbox. Following the page structure of the Toolbox 
all the available functionalities are presented and users can follow in order to use the available tools. This 
version of the prototype will be enriched with more use cases, so that the planned first evaluation iteration 
will be performed in the next period.  
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